[Antibody responses to leucine aminopeptidase in Schistosoma japonicum infection].
To investigate the antibody response to leucine aminopeptidase in the different stages of Schistosoma japonicum infection. The expression product of SjLAP was identified by Western blot and further purified by using nickel column. The IgG levels in the response to SjLAP in murine and porcine sera were detected by ELISA at different time points after the infection of S. japonicum. SjLAP expressed by E. coli was recognized by anti-his monoclonal antibody and S. japonicum-infected mice sera by Western blot. The results of ELISA showed that IgG responses to SjLAP rose gradually and reached the peak at 4 weeks post-infection for pigs (P1) and 6 weeks post-infection for mice (P2). With the appearance of a large number of eggs in the tissue, SjLAP-specific IgG levels were significantly down-regulated ( P1 = 0. 0004, P2 = 0. 0001). SjLAP originated from the adult worm might become a potential target for early diagnosis of schistosomiasis japonica.